( 

l 

l 

i 


/hu/ o- v 


CHRIST 


AND 


CHRISTIANITY 


BY 


GEORGE S. ARUNDALE. D. L. 


. 

s 

$ 

s, 

$ 

\ 

S 

i 

s 





CHRIST AND 
CHRISTIANITY 


George S. Arundale, D. L. 


* * * 

When one looks back the many intervening 
centuries one is astonished by two distinct and 
remarkable features in connection with the 
Coming of Christ. The first feature is the 
simplicity of the setting, the wonderful 
simplicity of the setting; and the second is 
the fact that the Christ brought nothing new, 
He merely brought the fulfillment of the 
truth. St. Augustine said in one of his great 
works, that Christianity was older than the 
Christ, that there was nothing new in Chris¬ 
tianity, and that it had all existed from time 
immemorial. One is therefore struck by the 
extreme simplicity of the setting of the Com¬ 
ing. He did not come in any strange and 
startling manner. It was almost as if He 
glided unperceived into the world. He came, 
in one sense, of a family of royal lineage; in 



another sense, He came from a very ordinary 
family, one of the obstacles, in fact, to his 
recognition; and He lived an ordinary life for 
many years about which there are quite a 
number of interesting details. 

The youth of the Christ would in some 
ways be even more fascinating as a study than 
the maturer age, with regard to which we 
have the few fragments known as the Gos¬ 
pels. He lived to a certain extent, perhaps, 
a difficult life in His youth, but also a joyous 
life with His mother. His father, and His 
brethren, and then the time came for Him to 
take up His work for the world. He was a 
Jew; He was not a Christian, except in the 
sense that all are Christians, no matter to what 
faith they belong. But He was a Jew by 
faith, and came to fulfill Judaism, not to de¬ 
stroy it; came to fulfill that which people 
already knew, so that they might well have 
said (as the opponents of the Christ did say 
in those days), "What new thing is this man 
bringing us?” And the answer at the time 
was a very significant answer, I think a con¬ 
vincing. perhaps a crushing answer: "It is 
true that He brings nothing new, it is He 
Who is new, not that which He brings.” 

Today the Christ returns to us after many 
centuries, and there arc people today who 
arc beginning to say, “In the teachings of 
this young man who you say is the vehicle 
( 2 ) 



for the Christ, there is nothing extraordinary, 
there is nothing new, there is nothing which 
we have not heard before.” And our answer 
would be, of course, “Is it to be supposed 
that this world is ever left without the truth, 
is ever left without that which it can grasp 
if it will? Truth is everywhere, truth is in 
all things, we do not need a manifestation of 
a special nature in order that the truth may 
become known to us. The truth is every¬ 
where, we need the eyes to perceive it. We 
can, if we will, as quickly and as easily reach 
God through the contemplation of a piece of 
wood, of a stone, of a tree, of a flower, of a 
rock, as by the slow processes of evolution 
which we all of us take, for in that tree, in 
that flower, in that rock, in all things ani¬ 
mate and inanimate is the truth, is the whole 
science of Divinity, if only our eyes but per¬ 
ceive it.” 

Nothing that will be said, I imagine, dur¬ 
ing the years of the new ministry will be 
new, but it will be a reminder to us of the 
truth as we need it, and of the way in which 
we can find that truth. There is no vicarious 
way to the goal, each individual must tread 
the path for himself. He must work to¬ 
wards it for himself, he must find the God 
within him, he must find the truth within 
him. Truth is fundamentally not a matter of 
belief, not even a matter of knowledge, but 
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a matter of experience, and the work (if I 
may venture to imagine what it may be) of 
the Christ today will be to throw us back 
upon ourselves, to ask us to seek God within 
us, and then to tread the path which that seek¬ 
ing and finding may dictate to us. 

When the Christ had finished His min¬ 
istry in those far-gone days there was a little 
gathering of a group of His faithful friends 
and fellow-workers in a little room, in a two- 
story house in Jerusalem. A little house of 
no significance, a few workers of no appar¬ 
ent significance; and this little group of 
workers planned out a few ways in which the 
teaching of their beloved Teacher might be 
kept alive, perchance. The surroundings 
were all unfavorable, the period of reaction 
had triumphed, and the Roman Empire was 
still in its strength. And yet this little group 
of workers decided upstairs in this house that 
they would stand for the teachings and spread 
them far and wide, as they had been bidden to 
do; and out of this little gathering of work¬ 
ers arose Christianity as we have it today, a 
religion very, very wonderful, very, very’ beau¬ 
tiful in many ways, but divided against it¬ 
self into sects which quarrel, which fight 
amongst themselves; and yet each holds that 
it follows the Lord of Love. 

Today the messenger of the Christ has a 
group of followers, of no particular signifi- 
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cancc so far as the outer world is concerned, 
and an Order. Not a wealthy Order, set in 
fashionable quarters, not (if you will not 
misunderstand the word) a respectable Or¬ 
der from the standpoint of the outer world; 
existing, but misunderstood rather than ap¬ 
preciated. “A quaint little sect of people, 
negligible in fact, small in numbers, holding 
strange views.” Exactly what was said in 
those ancient days. 

When the Christ was murdered, his oppres¬ 
sors felt that nothing mattered; that those 
foolish people might go on with their fool¬ 
ishness; that people need pay no attention to 
it, nor bother in one way or the other. And 
yet you know, and I know, what those few, 
insignificant people did—ordinary people, 
commonplace people, but people moved by a 
great ideal and steadfast in doing His bid¬ 
ding at ail costs, as the early history of 
Christianity so abundantly shows. 

Supposing you had lived two thousand 
years ago, on whose side would you have 
been: on the side of the Christ, or on the side 
of His detractors? If I ask myself that ques¬ 
tion, and think of myself as lack in those 
early days, and if I look at the kind of indi¬ 
vidual who led the Christ to His crucifixion, I 
see at once that the kind of individual who 
then persecuted Him was the respectable in¬ 
dividual of the day, the orthodox individual 
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of the day, the individual who attended the 
services of the temple, was much respected 
by his friends, by his compeers, by society 
generally, and who felt that he was doing his 
duty in getting rid of the obnoxious person 
who was upsetting all the traditions, laws, 
and customs of the time. 

The people who killed the Christ felt that 
they were rendering a public service to so¬ 
ciety, felt themselves entirely righteous, felt 
that it was their duty to get rid of this man 
who brought strange doctrines, who went into 
the temple, and hurled people out of it. It is 
so easy to be respectable, conventional, to be 
like other people; it calls for no effort at all, 
and it is an easy life without the need of any 
particular thought or any particular strength. 

If you had lived two thousand years ago 
would you have been prepared to face death 
for His sake? If you had lived then would 
you have been prepared to leave your families, 
to go away from your friends, to be laughed 
at by them, to be ridiculed by them, to be told 
by them. “Don’t make a fool of yourself, be 
sensible ?” I f you had been asked those ques¬ 
tions by such people, what would you have 
done? Most people would not have gone 
near Him. They would have kept to their 
churches, to their temples, and to their re¬ 
spectabilities. and they would have said. “We 
have no reason to imagine that this man is 
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anything in particular. It is true that John 
the Baptist preceded Him and said He was a 
great man but, after all. who was John the 
Baptist, and how could he know? He could 
not prove that the Christ was the Christ All 
he did was to say, "There is the man; repent, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." 

That is what John the Baptist said, but to 
the ignorant mind what an absurd observation 
from the standpoint of the normal course of 
things! The average individual has little 
vision or insight into reality; he is dominated 
by the lower mind and the conventions which 
are the props and the supports of the mental 
cripples of the world. Most of the people of 
the world arc cripples. How many people 
can stand alone, how many people are lead¬ 
ers. how many people can think thoughts 
which the world at large is not yet ready to 
think, but which mean to the world its sal¬ 
vation ? 

But here we are, we who belong to this 
Order of the Star, new John the Baptists, 
ordinary people with no particular faculties 
one way or the other, not one jot or tittle more 
outstanding than were those who preceded us 
in those earlier days, and we say to people, 
"The Christ is among you once more." And 
they may say, "Well, how do you know? We 
must have some proof." And our reply is, "We 
know." That is no proof, is it? It is hardly 
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satisfying when you ask, "How do you 
know?” to answer, “We know.” Supposing 
I say, “The Christ Himself told us He would 
be among us, the Christ Himself told us what 
vehicle He would take for His present minis¬ 
try on earth, as He took the vehicle of Jesus 
long ago." Supposing we were to say that? 
Some people would say it is blasphemy be¬ 
cause they could not reach the Christ in that 
way; they would not see why anybody else 
should. And yet the Christ must have His 
messengers from time to time, and they arc 
not necessarily the great prelates of the ortho¬ 
dox and respectable churches. The high 
priest in those days was not chosen, nor any 
of his assistants; they were ordinary, rugged 
sort of people from outside, so that the ap¬ 
peal might be, not to the reason (which can 
never satisfy), but to the higher, to the in¬ 
tuition. to that inner perception of reality 
which is the only proof that anyone can have. 

We can say to you today that the Christ has 
told us He is here, however blasphemous the 
idea may appear to you. It is not impossible 
to have audience of Him, it is not impossible 
to know Him face to face, one need not Ik* so 
very like Him. He chooses people to be His 
Messengers who can go anywhere, who can 
adapt themselves to any circumstances, who 
can preach the Truth in any language, who 
can on a small scale be all things to all men, 
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and whose whole objective in life is service 
and good-will, who have no particular ties 
and who will wander about the world, who 
care nothing for public opinion, who care 
nothing for public approval, who have their 
message to give, and give that message, let 
come what may, let people deride it, laugh at 
it or at the giver, if they will. 

So, we who know those things, but cannot 
prove them because they are not susceptible 
of proof, we say to you—it sounds strange, 
it sounds almost inconceivable—“The Christ 
returns and uses another body, as He used the 
!>ody of Jesus, the body of a young Hindu." 
Why not? Perhaps an American might say, 
that He ought to have used an American 
body; a German, a German body; an English¬ 
man might say, “Surely an English body.” 
And Christians might say, “Surely a Chris¬ 
tian body.” Hut He did not use a Christian 
body two thousand years ago. And to Him, 
do you not perceive, all veils of the Spirit arc 
the same, all veils are colors in the spectrum 
of the great white light of truth. What does 
it matter to Him if He uses a blue robe or a 
yellow robe or a green robe? What does the 
color matter? What matters is the light with¬ 
in. The Hindus might well say, “If this great 
Teacher comes, surely he ought to be a 
Hindu; He cannot satisfy everyone if He 
comes in the body best suited to reflect a por- 
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tion of His consciousness; an Eastern body 
is ever the best. Eastern bodies have ever 
been chosen by the great Teachers of the 
world.” 

No one forces you to believe that the 
Christ is here. What does it matter what you 
believe? We proclaim the truth as we know 
it. What is your duty? You can wait, you 
can watch, you can wonder. All those things 
you can do. and should do. There is never 
any necessity to reject a beautiful idea simply 
because it is strange. It is true that great 
Teachers come at rare intervals. It is true 
that logical people arc entitled to say, “No, 
not now, for great Teachers come at great 
intervals and at any particular time the proba¬ 
bility is that it is unlikely." That is true; but 
you can believe that if what we say is true, 
one is privileged to come near to Him and, 
coming near to Him. to drink of His nature 
and to go forth into the world and pro¬ 
claim the new gospel that He is giving to it. 

It does not matter that you may doubt what 
I say. Why should you believe me? You 
don’t know me. You don't know' that there 
are any particular reasons for believing me. 
I am a stranger to most of you here. But 
what you ought to do, as men and women of 
good-will is to say: Here is a young Order, 
perhaps an insignificant one, an Order pro¬ 
claiming the Return. Here, there, and else- 
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where throughout the world there are people 
looking for Him and following Him; if that 
be true, perchance, because of the very num¬ 
bers of those who accept Him, there may be 
something in it, and at all events it is a beau¬ 
tiful and a wonderful idea; if only it could 
be true! 

You should do as the great Mother of the 
World did in those days—Our Lady. You 
should ponder over these things; not chatter 
about them or gossip about them, because 
sometimes the lower mind takes hold of things 
and turns beautiful and wonderful things into 
doubt and ridicule. The interplay of the 
lower, destructive mind is very harmful to 
these greater and delicate things; but you 
should retire into solitude and silence from 
time to time. The world needs much of soli¬ 
tude and silence today. Retire into that soli¬ 
tude and silence, retire into your heart, and 
ask your heart to say whether, perhaps, this 
announcement may not, after all, be true once 
more, as the announcement many centuries 
ago (made more or less as this is made today) 
was true. As Our Lady pondered things, 
dreamed over them, wondered, and then knew, 
so can you. You can ponder, you can won¬ 
der, you can hope; then you shall know. And 
so it may be that you will say, "I know He is 
here, though I cannot prove it to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the lower mind." 
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Ponder over these things, brethren. The 
world, this young and new world of ours, with 
its youth so full of promise everywhere, with 
young people striving after a new morality, 
after a new simplicity, after a new beauty of 
life, with the world recovered somewhat from 
the shattering of the great World War, with 
a nation such as yours, standing and working 
for good-will and kindliness, with such right 
conditions, with conditions of such hope, sure¬ 
ly the world's Eternal Youth might well come 
among His young people, into the new youth 
of the world, and tell it once more the beau¬ 
tiful truths, the happy truths, the joyous 
truths which make life so wonderful and beau¬ 
tiful. 

He does not come with a gospel of solem¬ 
nity; He comes w'ith a gospel of joy, and He 
wants the humanity of the world to be happy, 
to be glad, to recognize divinity, to be noble, to 
be magnificent, to be fine, to be great, and in 
all things to be brotherly. You will not hear 
many doctrines or dogmas from His lips; you 
will not hear support for your own particular 
conception, perhaps, but you will hear the 
fundamental, sparkling, clear Truth, the 
Truth that life is joy and happiness if only we 
knew it, and He will strive to bring it back 
to that, so that coming to a young and won¬ 
dering world He may leave it a better and a 
joyful world. How wonderful it would be if 
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wc could all be happy together, no matter to 
what faith or nation or race or sect we be¬ 
long! We are not so yet, but we can be; and 
He will, perhaps, tell us how to be by giving 
attention to the few things that matter, to the 
only things that matter—-good-will, kindliness, 
brothcrlincss, irrespective of all return. 

I think He will bring that message, and no 
country should receive that message more 
gladly than this youthful country of yours in 
which the very air is breezy, light-hearted, 
joyous, free. 

Hitherto only the East has ever consist¬ 
ently accepted the great Teacher. Today, 
America, consecrated by Him, dedicated by 
Him (although perhaps America is not alto¬ 
gether aware of this fact) one hundred and 
fifty years ago, is the country, and shall be the 
first land in the West to set the fashion of 
recognizing, reverencing, following, loving the 
great Elder Brethren of the world. That is 
your hope, that is your destiny, far easier for 
you because He has chosen you. Do you sup¬ 
pose that America exists for no particular 
reason, casually, fortuitously, by chance? Do 
you not realize that there is a remarkable 
quality in your national temperament unlike 
the temperament of any other country? Do 
you not sec that to the recognition of Him 
there are fewer obstacles in this land than in 
any other throughout the world, save perhaps 
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India? In all the magnificence of your past, 
in all the service, sacrifice, and devotion of 
your great men and women you have had laid 
the foundation of a greatness which shall not 
be merely a greatness to serve the world of 
its own accord, but a greatness which shall 
recognize (because it is somewhat like) the 
supreme greatness of our Lord. 

1 look upon America as a chosen people; 
as a people dedicated to the service of the 
Lord on his second Advent. Just think of 
that and see if you cannot perceive in the life 
of America those things which make the re¬ 
cognition of the Christ easier. I wish I had 
the power to convince you so that you might 
say, “Yes, I do know somehow, (though I 
do not know how I know it), that this great 
Teacher (you may call Him the Christ or 
what you like) is coming, and I know that 
America will stand by Him. will welcome 
Him in some way which I am not able to 
determine for the moment; I know that some¬ 
how He will be followed under some name or 
other, and because of America he will be 
able to live in the world more years on this 
occasion than was possible in those former 
days." Three years! America may make it 
thirty, forty, or fifty years! 

You are a great nation, a powerful nation; 
you are strong, respected, to some extent you 
are perhaps even feared, by foreign nations. 
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And you have in you the representatives of 
almost every nation on earth. The great melt¬ 
ing pot of religions, the great melting pot of 
races and of nations, that is America. Why? 
So that the life universal may be in her, to 
which comes the life universal as the Christ 
expresses it. If you love America you are 
likely to love Him, for America is His chosen 
child to help Him. He knows that He can 
depend upon America. It is not so easy to 
depend upon some foreign countries, on some 
other lands. There are difficulties in their 
way that are not in your way. You are young 
and the Lord loves young pocple. Your nation 
is young, the Lord loves you; and my prayer 
is that, since the Christ does return here, this 
great land of yours will look after Him a 
little, will be glad to see Him. even though it 
may not (as to some of the population) know 
him as the Christ. It may be said. “He is a 
good man. He has great ideals, He has great 
nobility of character. He lives but for ser¬ 
vice; whether He is the Christ or not. I do not 
know, but He has these qualities, these quali¬ 
ties appeal to us. and He shall Ik* welcome in 
our midst.” 

That hope is not too much, and with that 
hope I leave you—with the hope that each one 
of you will think of yourself as you are. 
His child. For He has deep love for us all; 
whether we know Him. whether we recognize 
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Him, whether even we serve Him or not, He 
loves us; each one of us He loves. Who 
knows, perhaps as I speak these words, He 
wonders how many of you will recognize Him 
when He comes perhaps in strange dress, in 
dress to which you are not by convention and 
custom used? Perhaps he wonders whether 
your heart will leap to His heart despite all 
outer barriers and indifference. 

Will you be able, looking into His eyes, to 
know’ Who He is no matter what the outer 
form is ? One's father, one’s mother, one rec¬ 
ognizes them no matter what they are. It is 
just an instinct that leaps up. The relation 
between our Lord and each one of us is a 
far deeper and even a more eternal relation¬ 
ship than between the child and the mother, 
between the child and the father. He is 
nearer to us than to all other things; and if 
you and 1 in our outer and in our inner world 
live just a little more like Him, with just a 
little more of kindliness (from time to time 
even) to all things, not merely to humans, but 
to animals, and to trees and flowers—the so- 
called inanimate world—if we can be full of 
good-will towards all the brotherhood around 
us, no matter how little, then we are on the 
road to that great event which may come to 
each one of us some day, of meeting Him 
somewhere, somehow, and then following 
Him forever. 
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